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Student Call Back 

Please remember to call the school at 613-523-5406 if your child will be late or absent. 
 
E-Newsletters! 
We have made the move to an e-newsletter last month.  The newsletter will be posted on our school 
website www.elizabethparkps.ocdsb.ca during the first week of each month.  This critical move will 
save trees and reduce costs.  If you would like to continue to receive paper copies of the newsletter, 
please let the office know. 
 
Principal’s Message 
 
Every month, when I sit down to draft my Principal’s Message, I have my agenda open to look at the 
month ahead. February, like all other months, is busy yet I can’t help but notice that something has 
changed. Along with our annual Read-a-thon, Valentine’s Day, Cupcake and Red, Pink, and White Days, 
we also have several new initiatives which reflect our new ways of doing business. We have coordinated 
the distribution of report cards to align with the Individual Educational Plans which makes it easier for 
families to monitor student progress. Our lobby and classroom displays feature topics of interest to give 
parents and visitors to the school the chance to see how we are enhancing student learning. The school 
website, where we now post the monthly newsletters as a cost saving and environmentally responsible 
action, has the added feature of a blog link to provide real time updates about events at the school. Also 
new this month will be an invitation to our families to join us for a Math Morning on February 22. On 
our Math Morning, parents will join their children in Three Part Math activities. Our goal is provide 
parents with a first hand look at how we are adjusting our Math instruction to improve student learning. 
The Math Morning is one more way in which we are working to enhance the parent-teacher partnerships 
in support of our students. Please watch for your invitation shortly. At the School Council meeting on 
February 23rd, we will devote time to reviewing the Three Part Math Morning experience by sharing 
questions, answers, and reactions.  
Thank you for your commitment to the Elizabeth Park School community and to student learning. 
 
Jeff Frith 
 
 
Read-A-Thon: 

 
February 7th to February 25th, 2011 is our annual Read-a-thon.  The purpose of the Read-a-
thon is to promote the love of reading and to develop reading skills.  Our school goal is to 
raise enough money to purchase one new library book for every child in our school (currently 
359 students).  As indicated on the attached calendar we are also having spirit days and 

cupcake sales (cupcakes sold at $0.50 each).  Pledge envelopes for this fundraiser will be going home on 
Monday, February 1st, 2011.  We appreciate your support in this endeavour. 
 



2011-2012 Kindergarten Registration, Student Transfer Timelines & French Immersion Registration Dates 
 
Each year, there is a Kindergarten registration period, a student transfer period for the elementary and 
secondary panels, and a French Immersion Program registration period. 
 
The following timelines will apply for the 2011-2012 school year; 
 
Kindergarten Registration Period – Monday, January 31 to Friday, February 4, 2011 
Student Transfer Application Period – Monday, February 14 to Friday, February 25, 2011 
Middle French Immersion Registration Period – Tuesday, February 22 to Monday, February 28, 2011 
 
This information can also be found on the Board’s website: www.ocdsb.ca 
 
Student Transfer Policy 
 
The Elementary and Secondary Student Transfer Application Period will run between, February 14th to 
February 25th, 2011. Application forms are available in the school office at the school to which you 
wish to transfer, but will not be accepted prior to the beginning of the application period. 
 
This transfer process allows students to apply, space permitting, to a school of their choice under our 
Student Transfer Policy. It is important to note that students must register at their designated school 
prior to applying for a student transfer. Students who are not attending their designated school are not 
entitled to transportation. If you have any questions about transfer requests, please contact your 
designated school. 
 
Middle French Immersion at Blossom Park P.S.  
 
Middle French Immersion begins at the Grade 4 level and Blossom Park P.S. is the designated site in this 
area for the Middle French Immersion program. The registration period is from Tuesday, February 22 to 
Monday, February 28, 2011. The staff at Blossom Park will host an MFI Information Meeting on 
Tuesday, February 8th, 2011 at 6:30 pm in the library.  If you are considering this program for your child, 
we encourage you to speak with your child’s grade 3 homeroom teacher and their Core French teacher to 
seek their input regarding this program choice. If you have any questions about the program, please 
contact Blossom Park P.S. at 613-521-4299.  
 
School Closures 
 
Just a reminder that classes are cancelled on Friday, February 18th as the teachers will be involved in 
school board professional development activities. The school is also closed Monday, February 21st for 
Family Day, a provincial statutory holiday. 
 
March Break 
 

March 14th to the 18th classes are cancelled for the March Break. Classes will resume as 
usual on Monday the 21st. 
 



 
Canadian Tire $$$$$$ 

 
Remember the school is saving Canadian Tire money to exchange for toys and games that 
can be used by the students during indoor and outdoor recesses. The office personnel would 
be more than willing to receive your donations. 
 

If you don’t collect Canadian Tire money but you are able to donate sports equipment, outdoor toys or 
similar items, it would be greatly appreciated and put to good use. 
 
Emergency Closing 
 
The inclement weather of the next few months could very easily result in school closures, so we remind 
you that if there have been changes to your contact information, please update us immediately. Ensure 
that your children are aware of what these alternate arrangements are. 
 
Pupil Illness 

 
With the changing winter weather we have more colds and absent students. If your child is ill 
and unable to participate in the regular program, including recess, please keep your child home 
for the day. We thank you for caring about the health and well-being of all our students. 

 
School Council Meeting 
 
The next School Council Meeting will be held in Room 8 on Wednesday, March ________ at 7:00 p.m. 
All parents are welcome to join us.   
 
OCDSB Information 
 
Parents and guardians may access the Board’s web site at www.ocdsb.ca which has information about the 
OCDSB. The main phone number of the Board is 613-721-1820. Also, the OCDSB 24-hour automated 
information line, 613-596-8222, provides agenda information on Board committees. 
 
Ottawa Carleton Health Department Message – How to Stay Safe when Skating 

 
Skating is family fun!  Stay safe: 
 
Wear the gear! 

• Wear the right helmet for the right activity.  Make sure it is a snug fit!  Tighten the chin 
strap.   

• Wrist guards protect wrists from fractures.  Elbow and knee pads protect knees and elbows from 
bruises. 
 

Get the right fit! 
• Lace skates all the way up.  This will give good ankle support. 
• Sharpen new skates before going on the ice and then sharpen at the start of each skating season. 

 
Get trained! 

• Learn the basics of skating; how to stop, how to fall safely, and how to get up after a fall. 
• Sign up for a lesson to learn the basics.  Visit www.Ottawa.ca for the Recreation Guide. 

 



If you would like to know more, go to ottawa.ca/health or call Ottawa Public Health at 613-580-6744 to 
speak with a public health nurse. 
 
Community News: 
 
From time to time the school is asked to distribute information about activities in the community that may 
be of interest to some parents/students; for example, camps, sports groups, etc.  This information is 
provided for your consideration only and should not be viewed as an endorsement of any particular 
organization or activity by the school or its staff.  Flyers will not be distributed through the school. 
 
Gloucester South Youth Softball Association (GSYSA) is looking for boys and girls between the ages of 
4 and 18 to play softball.  The season is summer-friendly, May and June.  If you are interested in playing 
or coaching, please contact Mike Ball at 613-294-2045 or www.gsysa.ca.   
 
Preschool spaces available at Riverside Park Nursery School, 3191 Riverside Drive.  The program is co-
operatively run, offering both English and French programs for children 18 months to 5 years of age.  
Two, three or five day programs are available, with before and after-care options.  For more information 
please call 613-738-0305 or visit the website at www.rpns.net. 
 
Healthy Smiles Ontario is a new program offering FREE dental care to children aged 0 – 17 years old, 
from low income families who do not have dental insurance.  Carlington Community Health Centre in 
partnership with the Ottawa Public Health Department is offering a Healthy Smiles Enrollment session at 
900 Merivale Road on Saturday, February 5th from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm.  Any questions should be 
directed to 613-580-6744. 
 
�----�----�----�----�----�----�----�----�----�----�----�----�----�----�----�-- 
Newsletter Carrier Draw 

 
Have your parent sign this portion and return it to the school to be entitled to take part 
in our newsletter draw.  The newsletter carrier winner for the last newsletter is Taylor 
Schulze in Mrs. Pentland’s Grade 4/5.  Taylor will be receiving a gift certificate to 
Chapters. Congratulations Taylor! 
 

Child’s Name:  ________________________   Parent’s Signature:  ___________________________ 
 
Comments:   
 


